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Tattingstone Church of England V.C. Primary School

Church Road, Tattingstone, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP9 2NA

Telephone: 01473 328488

Email: admin@tattingstone.suffolk.sch.uk 
www.tattingstonecevcpschool.co.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs Beverley Derrett

BEd-BSc-MA-NPQH-NPQEL 
Turning Small Wonders into Shining Lights

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Wednesday 14th January, 2026
Dear Parents  

I wrote to you in September to inform you of the arrangements for swimming this year.  We have subsequently received an email from Kirsten Conlon, the new Operations Manager for school swimming, having taken over in September this year. With no predecessor to guide her, she has reviewed the service and identified several issues that she considered required attention. Since then, she has been working to put the correct procedures in place to ensure the safety and quality of provision.

From April, the service will transition to Schools Choice Swimming and will no longer operate under Vertas Swimming. Whilst we will continue to receive the service we signed up for, some important changes have been made to safeguard the children and align with national standards.

Key Updates:
· Teaching Qualifications
· Schools were previously advised that staff could teach small groups if they had shallow water and support swim teacher qualifications. This was incorrect.

· Swim England has confirmed that the support teacher qualification only equips staff to assist a qualified swimming teacher, not to teach independently.

· The shallow water course was created as “best practice” but is not a recognised qualification by the RNLI, the water safety board we follow.

Thankfully, I am a fully qualified ASA swimming instructor.
· Accredited Training – not applicable to us as I am a fully qualified instructor
· We understand this may be frustrating for staff who have been teaching. Going forward, we will offer an accredited course for those who wish to teach.

· Staff with existing qualifications may continue to assist in lessons, and we encourage them to support weaker swimmers in the water.

· For schools whose staff completed the previously advised courses, we will provide an additional instructor at our cost until July 2026.
· Ratios
· Swimming is a high-risk activity, and current ratios are too large for effective lesson planning.

· From now on, the ratio will be 10:1, regardless of skill level, to ensure children receive the best possible instruction.

· Lesson Duration and Structure
· Each school must commit to a full term with the same group of children, in line with Swim England guidance.

· One term will be considered core lessons; any subsequent terms with the same children will count as top-up classes, eligible for Sports Premium funding.

· Children must swim for a minimum of 30 minutes. We will no longer run 15–20 minute sessions for oversized groups, as this does not meet the national curriculum requirements.

· Year Groups
· Swimming will now only be offered to Years 4–6.

· This is because national data is collected from these year groups.

Whilst we appreciate that these changes have been made in the interests of pupil safety, it is frustrating that we are no longer able to take younger pupils swimming.  Any parents of pupils in Years 2 and 3 who have already paid for swimming lessons will be fully refunded. Instead we will take pupils in Year 6 to make it financially viable and will arrange for SATs revision sessions to be held another time.  I will amend the original letter and re-send it so everyone is aware of the information. 
Yours sincerely
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Mrs Beverley Derrett

Headteacher
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Tattingstone School safeguards and promotes the welfare of pupils 

and requires all staff and visitors to share this commitment 
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